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An Introduction to Cultural Awareness and Racism Assembly

	Learning Objectives:

· Initial introduction to the idea of discrimination and prejudice against minority groups in society

· To develop a basic understanding of what racism is 

· To understand that despite differences we are all intrinsically the same 


	Learning Outcomes:

· Understand the concept of race

· Describe and understand racism



	Resources:

The Skin I’m In: A First Look at Racism, Pat Tomas  


	Keywords: Race, racism, discrimination

	Starter
	Share objectives and outcomes



	Plenary 
	We live in a place where there are a lot of different races, colours, religions, languages, places we were born or where we live. 

Racism only sees those differences and uses unkindness not because the person is an individual but because they represent a group of people. They judge other people on the differences not for who they are. This means that it hurts more than one person – it also hurts anyone who share those characteristics 

Being different is a good thing – it makes us special but it is also important to remember that we are all the same too. We all belong to the human race and live together.



	Main Body
	Read The Skin I’m In (pages 6 to 11) and bring out discussion points: Explain what race is: It is your cultural background and can be your colour, religion, origin:  What do know about your family’s history?

Explain that like the world Britain is a multi-racial country:  Can you think of any different colours, religions, cultural groups, languages or different origins living in Britain today? Can you think of any living in Cornwall?

Explain that sometimes people are treated unfairly because of race. Explain that you are going to show what it feels like to be treated unfairly:

Divide the assembly according to hair or eye colour or alternatively autumn/winter or spring/summer birthdays. Choose a group and explain that one group is going to be given special treatment – they will be allowed to skip the cue at lunch, sit where they want and have extra playtime.  Ask if this would be fair behaviour? If not, how could it have been fair? 

Explain that being different does not matter if everyone is treated in the way they would like to be treated – this is what it means to treat people fairly.  We are all different on some occasions.  Ask children if they can give a few examples. (Teacher can cite - I am left- handed/I have red hair/I wear glasses/I can't ride a bike etc.) 

Explain that some people are treated badly because of their race – does anyone know what the name for this is? Racism – explain what racism is (treating someone fairly because of their colour, culture or origin. Explain that sometimes it is not always obvious and that sometimes it can be by leaving people out or in the way that we talk about them How do you think it would feel? Have you ever felt like this or seen it?

Read pages 24 – 28 and return to initial point - we are all different but we all share one very important characteristic: we all belong to the human race 
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