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Primary School Assembly Plan

LI: To identify some of the different roles people can take within any bullying scenario. 

LI: (Child Target): To be a defender not a bystander or a reinforcer. 

The idea of this assembly is to encourage children who may be on the outskirts of a bullying issue to take a more active role in stopping bullying. 

Before you do the assembly you need to have prepared 5 children to role-play a bullying scenario. Cast one child as a victim, have another child call them a nasty name, two other children should be reinforcers who point and laugh at the bullying. The 5th child should be a bystander who sees what happens but does nothing. 

Assembly

What is bullying? 

Ask children, and take lots of answers. 

Key features are:

One person/ group is more powerful than another

It is repeated 

It causes emotional hurt and damages self-esteem

It is difficult to stop

Watch role play. Encourage the children to think about who is involved in the bullying that is going on. 

Talk about each of the children in the role play. How are they involved in the bullying?

Victim
The Ring Leader- the person who through their social power/ standing can direct bullying

Reinforcers- Children who laugh, and so give positive feedback to the ring leader. 

Bystanders- Who stay back or stay silent and thereby appear to condone or collude with the bullying behaviour. 

How could the role play be different? 

What could the bystanders or reinforcers do that could make the outcome different?

Key point… by being a bystander/ reinforcer you are sending a message 
that bullying is ok. Try not to be a bystander/ reinforcer but to be a defender (by telling the ring-leader that you don’t like what they are doing, comforting pupils or getting an adult) 

Re-play the role play with bystanders and reinforcers acting as defenders. How is the outcome different?

Everyone has a responsibility to help us stop bullying not just adults. If you see something happening which is bullying it is your job to be a defender, to get an adult and to make sure that the person who is being bullied is ok. This is part of caring and looking after each other. 
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